
TROOPER JAMES R. GROSS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

The Trooper James R. Gross Memorial Scholarship was established to honor the life and service 
of Trooper James R. Gross, a dedicated member of the Ohio State Highway Patrol who tragically lost his 
life in the line of duty on January 19, 1996. This scholarship supports students who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to public service, reflecEng Gross’s lifelong dedicaEon to protecEng and serving his 
community. By providing financial assistance to individuals devoted to making a difference, the 
scholarship preserves his legacy of courage, integrity, and professionalism. It stands as a lasEng tribute to 
his sacrifice and encourages future generaEons to follow in his footsteps and make a posiEve impact in 
their communiEes. 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE STUDENT APPLICANT 

This scholarship is established in honor of Ohio State Trooper James R. Gross, who gave his life in service 
to the public in 1996. Created by his widow Veronika Godlaski, a teacher at Hinckley Elementary, and her 
husband Jason, this scholarship supports Highland High School students who plan to pursue careers in 
civil service. This includes but is not limited to law enforcement, criminal jusEce, educaEon, social work, 
public safety, or public administraEon. 

Standards of SelecDon: 

• GraduaEng senior from Highland High School 

• Minimum GPA of 2.8 

• Demonstrated financial need 

• Accepted to and planning to aUend a 2- or 4-year accredited college or university 

• Intending to major in a civil service-related field 

• Submission of one leUer of recommendaEon 
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APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name: ____________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________  City, Zip: ___________________________ 

Personal Email: ___________________________________________ GPA at Highland: ______________ 

College AUending: __________________________________  FAFSA CompleEon Date: _______________ 

Intended Major/Course of Study: _________________________________________________________ 

Parents’ or Guardians’ Names: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 
(Please respond in 250 words or fewer per quesEon. AUach addiEonal pages if needed.) 

1. Why have you chosen to pursue a career in civil service? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What would receiving this scholarship mean to you and your future? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TROOPER JAMES R. GROSS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
3. How do you plan to finance your college educaDon? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you currently work or plan to work during college? Please explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What are your interests, hobbies, or meaningful acDviDes outside of school? 
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6. Is there anything else you'd like the Scholarship Commi[ee to know about you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What would receiving this scholarship mean for your ability to a[end and succeed in college? 
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
Please aUach one leUer of recommendaEon from a teacher, employer, coach, or community leader. 

 

 

WAIVER 

I understand that by compleEng this applicaEon, I am applying for a scholarship from the Trooper James 
R. Gross Memorial Scholarship Fund, administered by The Highland FoundaEon for EducaEonal 
Excellence. In the event I do not aUend the college/university listed above or any other accredited 
insEtuEon, I forfeit all rights to the scholarship award. 

This applicaEon also authorizes The Highland FoundaEon to access relevant academic and financial 
informaEon from my high school and college, including leUers of recommendaEon and transcripts, to 
support scholarship administraEon. I waive any rights to privacy that would prevent these records from 
being shared. 

Signature: _________________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RENEWAL 
 

This scholarship is renewable for three additional years provided the recipient: 

• Maintains a college GPA of 2.8 or higher  

• Remains enrolled in a civil service-related field 

• Submits a transcript and brief renewal letter by the specified deadline 
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